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BE A GOOD WIFE

Frank Borman, an American astronaut went into space with a woman
astronaut in the same spacecraft. After his return from the voyage
he said: “Having women on the spacecraft was okay except that it
would be upsetting to put a male and a female too close together
for a long time.” Borman’s comment certainly upset the feminists.
One American lady remarked in the course of a fiery speech: “Mr.
Frank Borman would never have existed had his parents not come
together.”

Scientific research together with the realities of practical life have
shocked the cherished concepts of feminists leading some of them
to rethink their ideals. An American lady, Mrs. Marabel Morgan, a
mother of two, recently published a book entitled Toral Woman. Here
is the simple magic formula she divulged to her American sisters so
that they may lead successful married lives. “Be nice to your husband,
stop nagging him and understand his needs.” In less than a year this
book sold three million copies. To the writer the perfection of
womanhood lies in her ability to become a good companion of her
husband rather than seek an independent life.’!

The truth is that the total woman is one who can be a total
companion to her husband.

ADMITTING DEFEAT

Another example of the baneful consequences of western civilization’s
deviation from nature’s course is that of Jean Seberg, an American
actress who also achieved extraordinary fame and popularity because
of her charming personality. Not only in the U.S., but also in Europe,
she was the cynosure of all eyes. At an early stage in her career,
she opted to become an object of entertainment to millions in
preference to making a home for herself on the traditional pattern.
But when her diary was gone through after her death, the last line
turned out to be: “I wish I had stayed home.”* How ironic that such
a “successful” career should have ended in helpless failure.

God has endowed everything pertaining to the world of matter

with particular characteristics. The objects of His creation are,
therefore, able to perform satisfactorily only if they function strictly
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in accordance with their own particular properties. In the same way,
God has created man and woman with their particular traits, and they
can lead proper lives only when they act in consonance with their
- respective natures. Any deviation from this course will cause them
to surrender their true place on life’s map.

A woman’s capacities are clearly different from those of a man.
This very fact is a proof that the spheres of men and women, in
general, are not the same. The man’s sphere is basically outside the
home and the woman’s is within. If both change their spheres of
activity, both will lose their respective identities and their ultimate
meaningfulness in the context of society. Each, in displacing the other,
will have a sense of disorientation.

ENDLESS PROBLEMS

The Lonely Lady, a novel by Harold Robbins first published in the
U.S., throws light on one of the weaknesses of the highly developed
society of America which causes an unmarried woman to end her life
in a state of insufferable loneliness. It is the story of a beautiful, young,
American woman who, dazzled by the glamour of the film world,
abandons her married life to become an actress. Her perfect femininity
helps her to climb the ladder of success and she quickly reaches dizzy
heights of fame and wealth. She has a host of fans and is surrounded
by luxuries, but the climax of her success does not bring her peace.
Now she discovers the bitter truth — that “fame has a way of fading,
and friends a way of disappearing when they are most needed."*

With a sigh, she says, “Only a woman knows what loneliness
is.””*! The main point made by the novel is that a woman cannot afford
to find herself in such a situation. Making vast sums of money
working in films and securing an independent life may seem very
attractive propositions, but as a woman ages, her friends no longer
see any charm in her and this, to the woman, proves an unbearable
shock.

She may have amassed all kinds of wealth and material objects,
but still lacks what she most needs — peace of mind. This is
something which can only arise from the stability of a permanent
companionship, but now there is no man in her life who could give
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her just that. Too late, she realizes what it means to possess no family
of her own. “Here is a loneliness born of independence, of honest
individualism in a society where only dishonesty brings profit.”*

The system of human life is a web of extremely delicate balances
and counter-balances, in which even a minor change can wreak havoc.
It is no different from the animal, vegetable and mineral kingdoms
in which the secret of success lies in never deviating from the pattern
laid down by nature. Achieving the desired result is possible only
when the established structure of nature is understood and accepted.
But the very people who adhere strictly to this precept as regards the
world of matter, forget that this is an eternal truth which applies to
their own lives too. Nature’s system for men and women takes shape
in the institution of marriage. A woman’s physique, psychology,
familial urges and social relations all demand that she lead a married
— and, therefore, moral — life. This is a pattern which has been
laid down for her own good.

Being free and independent seems an attractive phrase when
applied to a woman, but the practical experience of personal liberty
can range from the purely unpleasant to the downright disgusting.

In her youth a woman may easily fall prey to what strikes her
— because of her inexperience — as an appealing way of life. But,
as she grows older, and goes from one bitter experience to the next,
she realizes that she has made a wrong choice. But this dawns on
her only when things have gone too far for her to make amends. Now
her only alternative is to console herself with her pet dogs, cats,
parrots, etc., as it is too late to find a life partner with whom to share
the ups and downs of her daily existence. When she finally leaves
this world, it is in despair.

THE END OF PLEASURE

Married to John Kennedy (1917-1963), America’s 35th President,
Jacqueline Kennedy basked in the limelight of her husband, and
enjoycd the fame of being America’s First Lady. But this did not last
for long, because Kennedy was shot dead in November, 1963, just
three years after being elected President. Jacqueline was suddenly
bereft of all the fame and honor that went with her place in society
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as wife of the President. But, not long afterwards, the same feminine
charm which had attracted John Kennedy in her younger days now
brought to her side the Greek millionaire, Aristotle Onassis (1906-
1975), whom she subsequently married. At the time of her marriage,
she was forty years of age and Onassis was 60. But this marriage
was not a success. They soon began to live separately, until after a
prolonged illness, Onassis died in 1975. Jacqueline was not even
present at his deathbed during the last hours of his life.

Jacqueline found everything but happiness. Her biographer, Kitty
Kelly, speaks of her “incurable desire to buy happiness, even if it
meant spending as much in one hour as 3,000 dollars.”*

This shows that even marriage cannot make a woman happy if
what her mind is truly set on is not conjugal bliss, but wealth, fame
and all the attendant worldly pleasures.

Marilyn Monrce (b. June 1, 1926), one of the most famous
women in America, started her career as a photographer’s model and
soon rose to fame as a film actress. Thanks to her extraordinary
attractiveness, she became renowned as the “sex goddess” of the film
world. Her films were all a tremendous success in that they never
failed to draw crowds.

The last film she made was called The Misfits — a title which,
in a sense, applied to her own life, because she frequently had a feeling
of being out of place. In the midst of even the largest crowds,
psychologically, she was alone. Photographs showing her smiling and
laughing were regularly published in the newspapers, but, in reality,
she was often sunk in depression. Finally, her mental and emotional
state became unbearable and, on August 5, 1962, she committed
suicide by taking an overdose of sleeping pills. She was just 36 years
of age.

Such women appear to be happy on the stage and screen, but
in their heart of hearts, they live with a sense of persecution, for they
belong to everybody, but nobody belongs to them. They make others
happy, but they have always to contend with the feeling deep down
inside them that there is really no one with whom they can share their
innermost thoughts, no one to whom they can pour out their hearts.
At social gatherings they appear to be fulfilled as individuals, but in
reality, their lives are empty. The initial spectacular quality of their
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lives is dimmed, bit by bit, until at the end, life seems little more
than a dreary vacuum.

It is a fact that women are temperamentally unfit for solitude.
Few women can endure loneliness over long periods of time. But the
path along which western civilization pushes a woman can lead to
nothing but isolation. Islam, on the contrary, leads a woman to a life
where she is never alone, but a member of a united family. The Islamic
way is natural, that of the western world quite the reverse.

THE BURDEN OF FAME

Brigitte Bardot (b. 1934), the most famous star in the history of the
French cinema, scaled higher peaks of renown than even Marilyn
Monroe or Marlene Dietrich. It was said that she brought more
currency into France than the Renault Motor Company, and some even
declared her to be the most famous Frenchwoman since Joan of Arc.
English writer Tony Crawley calculated that by 1958 her photograph
had appeared no less than 29,345 times on the covers of European
and American magazines.”

Film followed film, her popularity soared and, at times, she even
gave up trying to go out because the crowds of photographers outside
prevented her from doing so. Every day, she was swamped by fan
mail, so that it became impossible even to read a selection of the letters
which poured in.

Despite all this ostensible glamour, she was so unsatisfied from
within that just the fact of being a celebrity became a burden to her.
One night, worn out by her own fame, Brigitte swallowed an overdose
of tranquillizers. Even at that crucial moment, when her life hung in
the balance, photographers forced the ambulance which was rushing
her to the hospital to stop halfway so that they could take pictures
of her. BB (as she was known in the film world) was once reported
as saying that she never really felt at ease in front of the camera.

At the age of 39, after making 48 films, she suddenly ended
her career, refusing even to accept the most enticing offers from
Hollywood. She sold her Rolls Royce and went to live alone in her
house on the Riviera “to cease to be considered a beautiful object
and become a human being like any other.”
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The truth is that to become a heroine in the outsi.c world and
attain fame goes against the feminine grain. By nature, a woman is
homeloving and at heart she is a housewife. It is, in fact, her birthright.
That is why it so frequently happens that women celebrities, who lead
artificial lives outside the normal limits of the family, drop everything
in favour of living in solitude either somewhere in the middle of their
careers, or at the end. Where they finally find peace of mind, after
a temporary exposure to bright city lights and glittering society, is
in their very own homes, and not in the outside world.

What Islamic law lays down with regard to women is protective
of their true nature, and is in no way cruel or repressive, as has been
suggested by the uninitiated. When, after experimenting with a life
and a career in the outside world, a woman finally realizes that her
place is in the home, she has reached the point which Islam encourages
every woman of marriageable age to reach at the very outset by way
of following her natural womanly inclinations. Islamic law is designed
to steer women away from the ordeals of the crassly competitive and
brazenly immoral world in which only men can successfully make
their way.

AN ENFORCED WITHDRAWAL FROM THE FIELD OF ACTION

Everyone, be it a man or a woman, is rewarded according to his or
her abilities and performance. When women in search of equality
emerged from their homes, they expected to be able to function in
areas which had traditionally been masculine strongholds, and
attempted to take up jobs as pilots, drivers, engineers, professors,
administrators, police officers, military commanders, etc. But,
biologically, women did not have the capacity to perform these tasks,
and proved sadly deficient in managerial skills. Their incapability
having been demonstrated, the question arose as to what they should
do now that they had left domestic life behind them. They began,
sooner or later, to enter those spheres in which they could demand
a price for their femininity, for instance, in advertising and on the
stage, screen and television. But here, again, they were prevented from
leading totally satisfactory lives because of an inherently feminine
drawback: when a woman began to grow old, she found herself
unwanted. In the world of entertainment, only young women were
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in demand, and the moment they lost their youthful attraction, no
further value was attached to them as personalities.

Thanks to “women’s lib” having done away with all barriers
between men and women in western countries, women now find
themselves in the marketplace. It is only those who have obvious
feminine charms who attract attention, become popular and manage
to make something of their lives as objects of entertainment. Once
launched on such a course, they begin to regard marriage as an
obstacle to their further progress. They have no further taste for the
quiet satisfaction of domestic life, preferring the glamour of the
outside world.

But the glitter of such a life is short-lived, for the moment their
youth shows signs of waning, these women find themselves cast off
like so many rags. Having shirked all domestic responsibilities at an
earlier, marriageable age, they can now stake no claim to domestic
comfort and bliss. Forgotten and deserted, such women of the western
world live on into a forlorn state of decrepitude.

The kind of life that takes shape from being associated with the
family is very different from the above example. When a woman
begins her life as a wife, she finds herself at the centre of all activity,
being in charge of everything and everyone within the domestic
sphere. In her own little world, she builds up a reputation for herself
as a wife, mother and grandmother. Each day adds to the honor and
respect shown to her by her family, and she goes on increasing in
worth in the eyes of her husband. If she shone as a young wife, how
much greater is her lustre as a mother and grandmother. This position
of the woman is quite natural. That is why in the western world itself
in circles where the matrimonial fold is still intact, a woman on the
strength of nature, comes to acquire the same position. Here is an
explicit example from the life of Ronald Reagan, former President
of America. According to one American report published in the
Hindustan Times: “Mr Reagan is known to be deeply attached to his
wife, whom he calls ‘mommy’ away from the public, according to
their close associates.”® Having made the home and the family her
whole world, a woman can certainly count on familial support in her
middle and declining years. None of the sorrows of solitude for her!

While western civilization supports the liberated woman only for
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the early years of her life — her youth being her sole attraction —
Islamic culture, being family-oriented, attaches value and gives its
support to the married woman right throughout her life.

THE EXAMPLE OF JAPAN

In Japan, about 15 million women are employed in offices and
factories. Far from enjoying a position equal to that of their male
counterparts, they serve as assistants and subordinates.

Two Japanese women were, of course, elected to the Cabinet
a few years ago, but that was thanks only to the institution of Women's
Year in 1985. Of the 608 diplomats in Japan, only twelve are women.
Even to this day, Japan’s society is male dominated. It is significant
that a woman minister noted in a recent report on the condition of
women in Japan that “a bill, yet to be passed by the parliament on
ending discrimination against women, is considered by many of its
male critics to be reverse discriminatory.”

In former times the spheres of men’s and women’s activities
were considered separate. In modern times, however, this clear
demarcation has been dispensed with, one of the grounds being that
a nation cannot progress if women are not offered equal opportunities
in its construction. But the experiment of giving women a free hand
has not contributed either to nation-building or to the progress of
civilization. In countries where women have already been offered
equal opportunities in every field, all of the more important and
advanced fields are still dominated by men.

Those who subscribe to the view that a nation will fail to march
ahead without the participation of women — who constitute almost
half of the population — need only look at the example of Japan,
one of the most developed countries of the modern world. They will
be forced to change their ideas when they consider that all of the
major developments in Japan have taken place without women’s
involvement as equal in non-domestic activities. Japan’s example is
the greatest challenge to the feminist view. Its continuing to be a male
dominated society clearly shows that the development of a nation does
not depend upon equal participation by women — a view erroneously
held by feminists the world over. Ms. Sharmon Babior, an American,
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acknowledging the difference between Japan and America in this
matter comments: *‘[ dont’t think American women would tolerate the
‘Teishukanpaku (the husband is the ruler of his home) behaviour.”*
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CHAPTER 4

The Problems Facing Modern Civilization

PERVERSION IN MUSLIM SOCIETY AND WESTERN CIVILIZATION

A contemporary commentator once observed that of perversion has
set in in western society, so also has it taken root in Muslim society.
Then how do you regard western civilization as being wrong and
Islamic civilization as being right? This objection, if we examine it,
will be found to be ill-judged, because our comparison of western
and Islamic civilizations makes a judgement on the basis of standards
versus behavior. The rot of Muslim society is the result of deviation
from Islam, while the rot of western society is the result of putting
into practice the very principles in which it believes.

The evils of Muslim societies stem from the gap between
principle and practice, whereas the evils of western society are the
result of a clash between principles and realities. Western civilization
of modern times has formed principles, independent of religious
principles, to govern social life, and has maintained that modern
principles were superior to older principles. Through colonization and
the industrial revolution, etc. the western nations achieved political
and material domination over large areas of the world, which placed
them in a position to reject the old principles of life and construct
a human society based on modern principles of life.

This experiment in ethics has now been going on with the
dominance of western nations for more than a century, but practical
experiments have failed to verify the new principles. All that has
been accomplished is to ecffectively demonstrate that the new
principles favoured by the West are completely incompatible with
what nature intends for mankind. The clash between ideals and reality
has, in fact, given rise to ever-increasing manifestations of depravity
in western life.



